
   
 

Altova Simplifies Web Services With Visual Design Tools 
 
SOLUTION HELPS CUSTOMERS RAPIDLY CREATE RELIABLE WEB SERVICES 
 
BEVERLY, Mass., February 13, 2006 – Altova® (www.altova.com), creator of XMLSpy® and other 
leading XML, data management, UML, and Web services tools, today announced a new approach to 
accelerating the creation of reliable Web services. By leveraging the visual design capabilities of Altova 
XMLSpy and MapForce®, customers can rapidly develop applications based on WSDL, SOAP, and other 
Web-based industry standards so that data can be easily shared across disparate business systems. To 
help customers better understand Web services and how Altova tools simplify their development, the 
Altova Solutions Center (http://www.altova.com/solutions_center.html) now contains specific business 
scenarios, real-world case studies, technical guidance, video demonstrations, white papers, free online 
training classes, and a recommended gameplan for Web services success. 
 
Web Services Solution Gameplan 
Despite the grand goals and positive predictions surrounding Web services and Service Oriented 
Architectures (SOA), few companies have gained significant experience with these technologies thus far. 
The chain of programming languages, industry standards, and diverse technologies involved in creating 
an end-to-end Web service can be intimidating even to skilled and experienced professionals. The 
complementary features of Altova XMLSpy and MapForce automate many of the otherwise complex steps 
in Web services development so developers can concentrate on business rules and logic instead of 
becoming mired in source code or the arcane implementation details of the infrastructure. These Web 
services development steps include: 

• Analyze the data and create an XML Schema – Altova XMLSpy can automatically derive an 
XML Schema from a database content model or an XML instance document. Simply point 
XMLSpy at the data source and it automatically builds an XML Schema to embed within a Web 
service. 

• Optimize the XML Schema for the Web service – The XMLSpy Schema Editor displays a 
schema in a clear graphical hierarchy so developers can easily and quickly identify the 
relationships and understand the structure of the data source. 

• Embed the schema and graphically define the WSDL file – The XMLSpy WSDL Editor allows 
developers to create, visualize, graphically edit, and validate any WSDL file. Working in its 
graphical view lets developers avoid syntax errors that often occur in manual coding. 

• Map data sources and generate the Web service implementation code – When the WSDL 
design is complete, developers can use the visual drag-and-drop data mapping capabilities of 
Altova MapForce to connect the WSDL operations to their respective data sources. Then, once 
the mappings are defined, MapForce generates source code for the Web service in either Java or 
C#, creating a complete, ready to compile project. 

• Test the deployed Web service – Whether the Web service runs on an Apache or Microsoft 
Web server, developers can use XMLSpy as a client to generate a SOAP request for it. They can 
edit the request parameters, send it to the server, then capture and examine the Web service 
reply. If they need to examine communications between a client application and the Web service, 
the XMLSpy SOAP Debugger lets them step through Web services transactions, set breakpoints, 
and inspect every request and response. 

 
“As is the case when working with most buzzword technologies, building a Web service for the first time 
can seem daunting and complex,” said Tim Hale, Director of Marketing for Altova. “By offering key 
product capabilities, practical advice, and viable resources through this new solution, we aim to 
accelerate the development cycle for our customers so they can reap the productivity gains of Web 
services without delay.” 
 
More information about the Altova Web services solution is available through the following resources of 
the Altova Solutions Center: 

 

http://www.altova.com/
http://www.altova.com/solutions_center.html


 

• Web services overview and solution gameplan: 
http://www.altova.com/solutions_web_services.html 

• Flash demo of creating Web services using Altova tools: 
http://www.altova.com/videos.asp?type=1&video=wsintroduction 

• Free training class on creating Web services using Altova tools: 
http://www.altova.com/developing_web_services.html 

• Case study about a real-life business operations Web service built with Altova tools: 
http://www.altova.com/solutions_web_services_profile.html 

• White paper, “Web services: Benefits, challenges, and a unique, visual development solution”: 
http://www.altova.com/resources_wp.html 

 
Availability and Pricing 
The Web services information resources are available now in the Altova Solutions Center and can be 
accessed free of charge at: http://www.altova.com/solutions_center.html. 
 
The Altova Enterprise XML Suite 2006, which delivers Enterprise Editions of XMLSpy and MapForce with 
full Web services functionality, plus three more leading XML tools (StyleVision®, SemanticWorks™, and 
SchemaAgent™), is currently available at a specially discounted price of (USD) $1,490 for a single-user 
license. (XMLSpy 2006 Enterprise Edition and MapForce 2006 Enterprise Edition can also be purchased 
separately with single-user licenses starting at $999 each.) Purchases can be made via the Altova Online 
Shop at: https://shop.altova.com. A 30-day free trial may be downloaded from: 
http://www.altova.com/download.html. 
 
About Altova 
Altova accelerates application development and data management projects with software and solutions 
that enhance productivity and maximize results. As an innovative, customer-focused company and the 
creator of XMLSpy and other leading XML, data management, UML, and Web services tools, Altova is the 
choice of over 2 million clients worldwide, including virtually every Fortune 500 company. Enabling 
customers ranging from vast development teams in the world’s largest organizations to progressive one-
person shops, Altova’s line of software tools fulfills a broad spectrum of business needs. Altova is an 
active member of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and Object Management Group (OMG) and is 
committed to delivering standards-based platform-independent solutions that are powerful, affordable, 
and easy to use. Altova was founded in 1992 and has headquarters in Beverly, Massachusetts and 
Vienna, Austria. Visit Altova on the Web at www.altova.com. 
 

### 
 
Altova, XMLSpy, MapForce, StyleVision, SemanticWorks, and SchemaAgent are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Altova 
GmbH in the United States and/or other countries. The names of and reference to other companies and products mentioned herein 
may be the trademarks of their respective owners. 
 
For Media and Analyst Inquiries: 
Tracy Sullivan 
Public Relations Manager, Altova Inc. 
978-816-1567 
tracy.sullivan@altova.com
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